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school of the Church of England; and it also involved
the wider question, what part belief in definite religion
should have in higher education. It is speciously said
that you have no right to forestall a young man's in-
quiries and convictions by imposing on him in his early
years opinions which to him become prejudices. And
if the world consisted simply of individuals, entirely
insulated and self-sufficing; if men could be taught
anything whatever, without presuming what is believed
by those who teach them; and if the attempt to exclude
religious prejudice did not necessarily, by the mere
force of the attempt, involve the creation of anti-
religious prejudice, these reasoners, who try in vain to
get out of the conditions which hem them in, might
nave more to say for themselves. To the men who
had made such an effort to restore a living confidence
in the Church, the demand implied giving up all that
they had done and all that they hoped for. It was
not the time for yielding even a clumsy proof of the
religious character of the University. And the begin-
ning of a long and doubtful war was inevitable.

A war of pamphlets ensued. By the one side the
distinction was strongly insisted on between mere
instruction and education, the distinctly religious char-
acter of the University education was not perhaps
overstated in its theory, but portrayed in stronger
colours than was everywhere the fact; and assertions
were made, which sound strange in their boldness
now, of the independent and constitutional right to
self-government in the great University corporations.